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Testo Curatori 
 
Un tempo viaggiare voleva dire anche conoscere quello che i vari luoghi offrivano, dall’arte al cibo, 
dalla cultura alla natura. Portare con sé un ricordo di viaggio significava trattenere parte di 
un’esperienza, conservare un pezzo di mondo esclusivo da far rivivere nella propria memoria 
anche a distanza.  

Negli ultimi anni, invece, l’ampliamento dell’offerta di oggetti sui mercati internazionali ha coinciso 
con l’impoverimento del loro potere di fascinazione. Difficile oggi trovare oggetti che possano 
essere vere e proprie “icone locali”, riferiti a una storia particolare, a un contesto preciso e 
all’esperienza emotiva di una trasferta fisica e mentale.  

Abbiamo chiesto a sette autori profondamente legati all’Italia di pensare una piccola collezione 
ispirata a Roma e alla ricchezza del suo immaginario culturale, storico e popolare. Ognuno di loro 
ha avuto la libertà di filtrare la propria esperienza della città eterna attraverso simboli, pensieri e 
immagini scelti da un repertorio tradizionale, ma anche molto personale al tempo stesso. Sono nati 
oggetti che parlano linguaggi diversi grazie alle straordinarie capacità di interpretazione di 
Alcantara. Il materiale, ancora una volta, ha dato infatti prova di versatilità fuori dal comune, 
riuscendo a cogliere il senso dei singoli progetti. Un modo per rivisitare in chiave contemporanea 
l’unicità di Roma; una piccola collezione festosa dedicata ai visitatori di un museo che progetta il 
futuro proprio perché sa leggere il passato del luogo che lo accoglie. Ognuno potrà ritrovare i 
propri riferimenti più cari, la sintonia con forme, colori, materie, ma anche con luci, profumi, 
percezioni. Perché ogni oggetto ha in sé il potere di un’emozione. E tu, quale ricordo sceglieresti?  

Giulio Cappellini, Domitilla Dardi  
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At MAXXI a postcard from Rome by Alcantara  
 
27 March – 7 June 2015 
 
www.fondazionemaxxi.it | www.alcantara.com  
 
Rome 26 March 2015. Local Icons. Greetings from Rome exhibition opens today, the latest project 
of the partnership between Alcantara and the National Museum of XXI Century Art in Rome. At 
MAXXI from 27 March to 7 June 2015, the exhibition is a metaphorical journey around the Eternal 
City through creative reinterpretations of a number of emblematic objects. 
 
“It’s hard nowadays to find objects that can be true local icons”, say the two curators, Giulio 
Cappellini for Alcantara and Domitilla Dardi, design curator, MAXXI Architettura, who decided to 
involve a number of designers with very close ties to Italy in a project that revisits Rome’s 
uniqueness with a contemporary twist. 
 
Gentucca Bini, Lanzavecchia+Wai, Laudani&Romanelli, Paola Navone, Patricia Urquiola, 
Stefano Giovannoni, Zanellato/Bortotto: these are the protagonists of Local Icons.  
 
Oversize versions of their memories of Rome revolve on a merry-go-round in the middle of the Carlo 
Scarpa Room. 
 
The eloquent hand gestures so typical of Romans are the subject of Gentucca Bini’s Saluti da 
Roma (Greeting from Rome). Paola Navone’s Dolce Vita is a tricolour Vespa scooter. A traditional 
straw-wrapped wine bottle features in Laudani&Romanelli’s Oggetti per Roma (Objects for Rome). 
The Carciofone (Big Artichoke) by Zanellato/Bortotto reminds us of flavours and colours of 
Trastevere’s characteristic trattorias. Symbols of the warmth and authenticity of Rome. But there are 
also symbols of its history, such as Cupolone (The Dome) by Lanzavecchia+Wai who used printed 
Alcantara to reproduce the decoration of the domes of St Peter’s and the Pantheon inside their 
lampshades. As a homage to Ancient Rome, Stefano Giovannoni created Lalupa (SheWolf), a 
range of cases for hi-tech devices made of Alcantara where Rome’s famous she-wolf and twins motif 
is unexpectedly interpreted in Alcantara in an interplay of laser perforations and cuts. Lastly, Patricia 
Urquiola’s Chiusino (Manhole Cover) is a tablet case featuring a Roman manhole cover with its 
traditional S.P.Q.R. inscription.  
 
Seven designs, also available in souvenir formats, together with other emblematic objects that 
Alcantara’s versatility interprets with a clear understanding of each one’s deepest meaning. A 
collection inspired by Rome and its rich cultural, historical and popular imagery and fuelled by the 
talent and sensitivity of artists who have created articles which are a part of our memories, objects 
that evoke very intimate emotions.  
 
With Local Icons. Greetings from Rome, MAXXI and Alcantara begin a journey to find the images 
that define places rooted in a culture’s collective memory, and take a fresh look at them through new 
designs. Once more, MAXXI and Alcantara’s partnership highlights their shared focus on creativity 
and research and their extreme attention for the most diverse languages, experimentation and 
cultural innovation. 
 
“The MAXXI-Alcantara project, now in its fourth edition, best reflects the museum’s mission and its 
commitment to promoting and supporting today’s creative talents,” states Giovanna Melandri, 
President of the MAXXI Foundation. “This project continues to prove the validity of a new form of 
partnership between public institutions and private companies, going beyond the classic notion of 



	  	  	  	  	  

sponsorships and developing into a fully-fledged creative co-operation. Furthermore, the choice of a 
Rome-related subject allows MAXXI to emphasise, once again, its receptiveness to the city, its 
willingness to engage with the themes and ideas Rome inspires, through the visions of 
contemporary creative artists.” 
 
“We’re pleased to renew our collaborative work with MAXXI,” says Andrea Boragno, President and 
CEO of Alcantara S.p.A., “especially for an exhibition such as this which evokes our most personal 
memories and puts the accent on Alcantara’s values. Our material’s ability to “dress” any design in 
innovative elegance and its natural versatility make it the ideal choice in every field. It defines a 
unique lifestyle in which aesthetic emotion merges with functionality and respect for our 
environment. A versatility that is fuelled through our constant dialogue with the creative world, as 
seen in our alliance with MAXXI.” 
 
Margherita Guccione, Director of MAXXI Architettura, underlines this vision. "Yet again our 
innovative museum/company co-operation model is based on a co-production of a shared cultural 
project. This year’s theme addresses recollection and memories of travel and of a city with such a 
strong monumental and historic character as Rome. The designers’ reinterpretations are in harmony 
with the predisposition to contemporaneity that MAXXI seeks to represent in the Eternal City through 
innovative, experimental research projects such as those generated by the MAXXI-Alcantara 
partnership." 
 
 
 
LOCAL ICONS. Greetings from Rome. Progetto Alcantara - MAXXI 
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Founded in 1972, Alcantara represents a prime example of Italian-produced quality. As registered 
trademark of Alcantara S.p.A. and result of a unique and proprietary technology, Alcantara® is a 
highly innovative material, offering an unrivalled combination of sensory, aesthetic and functional 
qualities. Thanks to its extraordinary versatility, Alcantara is the choice of leading brands in a 
number of application fields: fashion and accessories, automotive, interior design and home décor, 
consumer-electronics. These features, together with a serious and certified commitment in terms of 
sustainability, make Alcantara a true icon of contemporary lifestyle: the lifestyle of those who want to 
fully enjoy their everyday life, respecting the environment. Since 2009 Alcantara is certified “Carbon 
Neutral”, having defined, reduced and offset all the CO2 emissions derived from its activity. In 2011 
the analysis was extended to the whole product lifecycle, including also use and disposal phases 
(“from cradle to grave”). To mark out the path of the company in such a field, every year Alcantara 
draws up and publishes its own Sustainability Report, certified by TÜV SÜD international authority 
and available also on the corporate website. Headquartered in Milan, Alcantara production site and 
R&D department are located in Nera Montoro, in the heart of Umbria Region (Terni). 
 
 
MAXXI, the national museum of 21st century art (Rome), is the first Italian museum dedicated to 
contemporary creativity. It is run by a foundation established in 2009 by the Ministry of Culture and 
Monuments. Designed by Zaha Hadid, MAXXI is considered a multidisciplinary complex dedicated to 
experimentation and innovation in the arts, architecture and every creative expression of our day: 
photography, design, training, children’s programs, conferences, seminars, film festivals, and live 
performances. In an area covering 29,000 square meters and with a large open plaza at its center, 
MAXXI has an auditorium, spaces for events and educational activities, two cafés, the restaurant 
MAXXI 21, two bookshops, and a large plaza with a Wi-Fi area that is also used for public events, 
site-specific works, and related activities. MAXXI collections are displayed on rotation together with 
temporary exhibits while installations by Anish Kapoor, Sol Lewitt, Maurizio Mochetti and Giuseppe 
Penone are always visible. 
MAXXI B.A.S.E. (which stands for Biblioteca/Library, Archivi/Archives, Studi/Studies, 
Editoria/Publishing), which is located in the building facing the museum, is the MAXXI research 
center. It houses the Library and Media Library, the Contemporary Archive, the Photographic 
Archive, and the Architecture Archives Center. 
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